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Harris’s Cases of Neuralgia. 

In this case there had been used leeches and blisters to the back 
of the neck, chalybeates, narcotics, and most of the other agents 
usually recommended in this disease. 

I suggested to Dr. Otto the use of the galvanic apparatus, to which 
he readily assented. It was accordingly applied in the manner al¬ 
ready detailed. On the eleventh day of its application the pain en¬ 
tirely ceased, and although two years have elapsed, he has had no 
return of it. 

After fatiguing study he has several times had a return of his las¬ 
situde and gloomy spirits. lie is now, however, in line spirits and 
robust health. 

In January, 1833, I was consulted by Mrs. R. aged forty-eHit, in 
relation to a neuralgic affection of her head and lace of e'mht years 
continuance. She had been under the care of one of our most emi¬ 
nent physicians, who had assiduously applied the usual remedies 
without effect. She had intervals of ease on two occasions durin" the 
warm months. 

On the fourth day after the application of the galvanic apparatus 
the pain began to diminish, and on the twenty-third day it ceased en¬ 
tirely. 

In the month of April following she had a slight return of it, occa¬ 
sioned by exposure during a cold, inclement day. This attack yield¬ 
ed to a rciipplication of the apparatus for ten days. Site has had. an¬ 
other slight return of the disease this spring, "but which has been 
again subdued by galvanism. 

In May, 1833, I was applied to by Miss E, D. of this city in case 
of neuralgia of fourteen years standing. This case in point of acute¬ 
ness of suffering, was of a most aggravated character. It was dif¬ 
fused over every part of the body. The head, face, tongue, heart, 
stomach, uterus, and indeed almost every region of system, was by 
turns invaded by this terrible disease. The galvanic apparatus was 
applied in this case, and faithfully continued for five weeks. The 
effect was to mitigate the violence of the disease, but not to cure it. 

In the same month I applied the galvanic apparatus to S. T. aged 
thirty years, a female patient in the Pennsylvania Hospital. She 
was affected with general neuralgia of six months standing. The gal¬ 
vanic apparatus was applied in this case, and continued for weeks 
without producing any perceptible benefit. 

In November, 1833, Mrs.-of New York, desired my advice 

in a case of neuralgia of fourteen years standing. Like the two pre¬ 
ceding cases every part of the body was by turns severely affected by 
this disease. The failure of this agent in the similar cases gave me 
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little encouragement to hope for success in this. At the request of 
the suffering lady, however, the apparatus was applied and continued 
•with the exception of short intervals for five months. The lady has 
returned to New York with the impression that she has been in some 
degree relieved, but is far from being cured. 

In February, 1834, the galvanic plates were applied in the case of 
Miss P. of Philadelphia, who had been affected with neuralgia of the 
face for two years. After the tenth day the pain entirely ceased, 
and she continues quite relieved. 

In May, 1834, Mr. T. "NY. of Maryland, consulted me in a case 
of neuralgia of the head and face of eighteen months continuance. 
He had been under medical treatment during the whole of this period, 
but could.not state the names or nature of the medicines which he had 
taken. His pain was very acute: his nights were sleepless: his diges¬ 
tive functions much impaired, with obstinately constipated bowels. 
His extremities were cold, and his head inordinately hot. A few 
ounces of blood was taken from the back of his neck, aperients were 
given to regulate his bowels, and his feet were placed nightly in a 
mustard foot-bath. On the third day the galvanic apparatus was ap¬ 
plied, and was continued two weeks before any mitigation of the pain 
was observed. At the expiration of five weeks the patient was entire¬ 
ly relieved of his neuralgia, and his health in every particular entirely 
restored. "Within a few days he has returned to his native state in 
fine health and spirits. 

Of the eight cases which have been treated with the galvanic agent 
five have been entirely relieved. In every case in which the disease 
was located in the cerebral nerves, this simple and apparently feeble 
galvanic apparatus has accomplished cures. On the contrary, where 
this disease was diffused throughout the body, or located in the 
spinal nerves, it has failed. 

At some future period, and after further experience, I propose com¬ 
municating to you my views in regard to the modus operand*! of gal¬ 
vanism in the cure of neuralgic affections. 


Very truly, 

THOMAS HARRIS. 


Dr. Isaac Hats. 


Philadelphia , June 30 lh, 1834. 



